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M E T H O D S  O F  I N Q U I R Y

SCIENCE FICTION AND RACE

H o w   i s  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n s er v i n g  a s  a

w a y  t o  e xp lo r e  L a t i n i d a d  b o t h  i n  t h e

p r e s e n t  a n d in  t h e  f u t u re ?  

R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N

B A C K G R O U N D

B I B L I O G R A P H Y

R E S U L T S C O N C L U S I O N

Thi s  is  a  p ic ture  of  L a t i no  her o es  t h a t  e xi st  i n  t h e Marvel

c om i c bo ok  unive r s e.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N

C E N T E R  F O R  L A T I N O / A  A N D  L A T I N  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E SW A Y N E  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  |

Erandy Quinonez
LAS 1420
4/27/2020

When people  th ink  about  science f ict ion,

they th ink  about  people  l i ke  Batman or

Superman which are  white  charac ters.

Histor ical ly ,  science f ict ion has

stereotyped superheroes as being white

and usual ly  male.  Up unt i l  now,  there have

been only  a  number  of  super  heroes that

are people  of  color  but  they aren't  real ly

that  known. It  is  important  to  show super

heroes of  color  because it  would  make

Latinx  communit ies or  any person of  color

feel  more powerful  in  a  way.

I  have learned that  science f ict ion p lays a  b ig  ro le  in  how race

represents the future.  For  example,  i t  is  important  i f  the Lat inx

Community  to  see super  heroes that  are  people  of  color

because representat ion matters and being ref lected would

make them feel  l ike  a  part  of  something b ig .  This  would  a lso

lead to  dreaming and creat ing more i f  people  of  color  see

people  of  color  in  these comics or  f i lms.  I t  would  connect  with

the environment and a l low groups,  pr iv i leged or  not ,  to  know

different  real it ies.  Dur ing my research I  was impacted by  quote

that  said :  "We exist,  we want to save the world,  we have a

lot  of  strength and determination,  but we don't  want to only

have one super power which is  invisibi l ity."  I  bel ieve this

quote tru ly  shows how Lat inx  and people  of  color  i  general  feel

when they watch or  read science f ict ion that  has non d iverse

characters.  I t  would  be real ly  great  to  see more science f ict ion

f i lms,  or  super  heroes that  are  Lat inx,  and/or  part  of  the LQBTQ

community ,  or  women.  I t  would  be great  for  everyone to  see

super  heroes that  aren't  stereotypical  help ing save the wor ld .  

I  r e s e a rc h e d  t h e  t o p i c  o f  s c i e n c e  f ic t i o n  a n d

h o w  r a c e  is  p o r t ra y e d .  S c i e n c e f ic t io n  i s  a

g e n re  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a ro u n d  f o r  q u it e  a  wh i l e .

I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k n ow h ow

r a c e  i s  p o r t ra y e d  i n  s c i e n c e  f ic t i o n  b e c a u s e

i t  s h o w s  h o w  i t  h a s  i n c o rp o ra t ed d iv e r s i t y  i n

o u r  f u t u r e .

D R .  I S I A H  L A V E N D E R  I I I ,  P H . D  P R O F E S S O R  O F

E N G L I S H  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A
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The s e a re  ju s t  f o u r  of  ma n y  La t in o  a u t h ors  t h a t  have wr itten

S ci ence  F ic t ion  B o ok s.

From left  to  r ight ;  Miguel  O'Hara,  Miss America,  a n d H ect or  Ayala .

From left  to  r ight  :  Malka Older ,  Wi l l iam Alexander ,  Carmen Mar ia  Machado,  Matthew David  Goodwin

This  is  an image from a  TV Show cal led

that  70 's  Show.  Season 2 ,  Episode 25 ;

Cat  F ight  Club.  

"Science f iction often talks about race by not

talking about race,  makes real  al iens,  has hidden

race dialogues.  Even though it  is  l iterature that

talks a  lot  about underclasses or  oppressed

classes,  it  does so from a privi leged if  somewhat

generic  white space.  If  science f iction is  about

social  change,  let  us talk  about how this  change

comes from an "other"  space,  a  black [or  brown]

space.  "


