
 
 

Medical technology by definition is the “application of organized knowledge and skills in the
form of devices, medicines, vaccines, procedures, and systems developed to solve a health
problem and improve quality of lives.” Medical technology is the basis of the healthcare
system, which is why investigating the concept is important. This topic is a crucial factor in
making decisions to further improve technology for the future. It’s no secret that the United
States has one of the most stable healthcare systems as well as advanced technology
compared to most countries, but what do we actually know about these other countries? How
are these countries different in the aspect of the healthcare system and the advancement of
medical technology? More importantly, how strong and advanced is medical technology in
Latinx countries and is it comparative to the United States? In this research, my focus will be
primarily on Cuba and the healthcare aspects relating to the concept of medical technology.
This research is prominent in gaining an understanding of how a country works outside of
the U.S. and studying these differences to understand how to make satisfactory
enhancements for improving the quality of life.
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How is Medical Health Technology in Cuba comparative
to the United States?

The U.S. accounts for 40% of the global medical device market
($156 billion in 2017)
The market is projected to increase to $208 billion by 2023
Medical technologies are more easily and readily avaliable to U.S.
physicians
According to the graph, the United States is within the top three
countries (70+ million) for transplants as reported in 2013 from WHO,
while Cuba falls far behind at only 10+ million transplants

 

The countries with strong healthcare systems exceed in many different cateogries when it comes to
comparing data. While Cuba has discovered many "firsts" when it applies to new technology such as
vaccines for deadly viruses, the United States has always been a primary country in the advancements of
medical technology monetarily. The United States is greatly populated and strives for the advancement
and production of being equipped with the newest innovations that is constantly changing.  Medical and
health technology improve accross all countries with the benefit of each other. The systems build off of
one another in order to come up with a single vaccine to cure cancer, new approaches to surgeries, new
computerized scans, and etc. While the U.S. and Cuba have their differences, they come together in the
sense that their healthcare systems share a problematic situation in which they face "missed
opportunities." These problematic situations are due to the international and domestic aspect of the
countries. Cuba has a system that is "financed publicly" while the United States is run by "for-profit
interests."
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Per 10,000 capita 67 are licensed physcians in
Cuba, while only 25 are licensed physcians in

the U.S.

Cuba has developed a possible lung cancer vaccine that is
currently being tested as a clinical trial in the United States
(Rosewell Park Cancer Center)
First country to eliminate the transmission of HIV and syphilis
from mother to child
Created the Meningitis B Vaccine
One of the only countries to produce consist amount of
"interferons" which are signaling proteins that are released in
the presence of viruses to fight against them

 

Cuba and the
U.S. have
almost an
identical life
expectancy
averaging at
79 years old
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