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Latinos in the film industry have been a rising 
discussion over the years, partly due to the 
Oscar success of Latinx directors (Strauss). 
Despite their acknowledged work, other 
members of the community have questioned 
how ‘we’ are still not really present in film. We 
can look into the different ways Latinx 
participates in the industry and how to better 
understand the issues it entails.

In what ways is the Latinx community 
using the film industry to convey a 

message(s)?

1. Peer 
Reviewed 
sources

2. Scholarly 
articles

3. Popular 
sources

The Latinx community is approaching film 
with Storytelling and Filmmaking techniques 
to convey bigger messages.
Hollywood misrepresents cultural identities 
and lacks accurate icons in the castings of 
film. Documentation and Ethnography can be 
helpful methodologies in exploring the issues 
the Latinx community faces.•“Today, we’re seeing more and more Latinx creators working with digital 

technology and internet distribution channels to get their stories out to thousands of 
viewers” (Aldama, 5). 

•Mario Moreno Reyes represented the pelado, a poor young Mexican man.
•Iris Morales’ Palante, Siempre Palante! The Young Lords-utilized archival footage, 

interviews, and photos to showcase the legacy of The Young Lords. (pbs.org).
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Representation and Listening to the Community

Hollywood’s 
strategy to show 
‘representation’ 

of Latinx cultural 
identities fails 
because of lazy 

roleplaying with 
stereotypes and 
false lifestyles.

Source: npr.org 

Source: YouTube.com

Source: osu.edu 

Video-Cued 
Ethnography 
can be a 
method for 
exploring 
Latinx issues 
& discussing 
them.
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