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• In September of 2017, the Category 5 Hurricane Maria 

made landfall in Puerto Rico, causing nearly $90 billion in 

damage and damaging roughly 300,000 homes (Talbot).

• Historically, Puerto Rico has loosely enforced housing 

regulations, leading to many households not being built to 

code or lacking the proper documentation (Talbot).

Many places were damaged, not only homes but landmarks 

too. If there is a way to become better prepared, then it 

should be available to all citizens.

How can we help the island of Puerto Rico better withstand 

natural disasters?

To make a house “hurricane-proof” there are a few key things 

that you can do.

• Use a material, like concrete, that is sturdier than wood, 

paneling, or bricks.

• Get hurricane shutters made of metal or poly-carbonate 

plastic to cover windows or large openings.

• Try and direct the wind away, meaning you can use tie-

down straps or get sloped roof tiles.

Patients from community pharmacies in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

reported difficulty with access to medications and lack of 

appropriate storage for refrigerated medications following the 

natural disaster of Hurricane Maria (Jimenez). There was a 

transportation problem, but the community had faith. If we want 

to better the island, we need to better the ways we protect the 

community.

Because Puerto Rico is on a fault line, there are occasionally earthquakes. These 

earthquakes, especially the 6.4 Magnitude that happened 2 years after Maria, can damage the 

already broken structures of homes. 
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This is Puerto Rico 6 months after Hurricane Maria, flooded with water.


